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They compete as members
of  the South Austra l ian
Piseon Union,  and are
raihed among the top five
flvers.-cliff 

has been involved in
the sport since his Youth.

As a thee-member team'
tJrc Bannisters have become
a real brce in a short tlrne.

Last season theY .were
awarded more than 20 cer-
tificates from the Plympton
club and the uniorL

Club wins included botb
Benalla events and onefrom
Temora (NSW).

In the first Benalla the
Bamister loft also won sec-
ond Dlace.

Early ln the season the loft
was awarded second Plac-
inqs in races f rom Pimba'
Mi"ree,  oodnadatta and
Marybortlugh (Derby) in the
club, and thirds ftom Car-
rieton and Keith.

When union races began
Dlacinss won included ninth
iuar.ee oPen and Ood-
nadat{a), eight
(Maryborough Derby)' fifth
and eighth ( f i rs t  Benal la) '
second (Benalla No- 2) and
sixth and -seventh (Iemora).
' 

t'he B?innister lof.t is
founded on birds of the
Cudmore-Jurion and Groo-
ter bloodlines. The Grooter
birds came from SYdneY-

Some fi*) osners are rel>
resented bY birds in the loft
and among them are Ernie
Heaven (Port Adelaide
Associat ion) and Al lan
Pearce (SA Homing Pigeon
Association).

The Pearce bi rds have
been used for ln-breeding
with established birds in t'he
Bannister loft.

In his earlier days Clififlew
as a member of the SAHPA
- the State's largest bird rac-
ing body - when he was tn
th; Ovingham club.

At that time he helped his
father Fred, then a leiding
identity in the sport. =

when his fatherdied, Clifs
mother sold the birds and
cliff was out of the sport for
some years, although his
interest was high.

Cliff Bonnister
Cliff Bonnister, o sigavriter ond'

oointer of Plympron' hos formed o success-
[.i-p"-tt""oliip'ia pigeon flying vith hi3

sons-Andrsv ond Dwid. , r,

The lYl3 season qtill be a-
Challenge for the Bannister
Lift and t'h€ry are hoping to
imDrove on their best Perfol-
mdnce - second ia the union
and third in the club.

clifr holds a lot of resPect
for a good cockbird and
believes that on even terms
a cockbird will beat a hen in
a race.

Not surprisinglY, half the
Bannisters' certiflcates last
season were won bY cock-
birds.

Preparing for the coming
season Cliffand his sons nave
been working their racebirds
around the loft early in t'he
momings. TheY make their
birds work in t,tte dark before
dawn.

This encourages the
racebirds to work harder and
DreDares them for  races
wnitn ena towards dark.

The Banni,sters only exer'
cise their champions in the
morning but take them on
occasional tosses away rom
home. T'heY have no Prefer-
ence for racepoints on the
north or south, and the bilds
are trained and raced on
their merits.

_ GNAHAM BADG T

o. l
ot|3 o-fo
thru (

ltll rr!
q|.'&c rt
tD.t eon
rlad D
rsrtr4|ifftj

Oqb
@ t b c r
Ddc tt to
S c t A t t
! r h b d

ltlr fl
rctrd r
he m8 ar|
d:r ot
rd th€ B
& ru.
rrr trrt
6r.

Itc ffl
ilfch bc
cDeglo
l4 tlntc
frr ttP rt
s h o s . . .
ns hsc
crtr fu,

C*-h
chlldrto
tirn+ d'
rborb u
Tolt

Oilghrn
ED *em
tr[ rrdert
spor$ns t
b  h h ,
ad d.s

Eostt?i
t&c pollcc
Itvrs ta G
tmk on t&

Gcrloal
t€rDele bc
$P,n- rq
D q - n l
plaut dtfr
SA Electrl
r:{llh.g!
anff !p8t€r
tlre flglq

rwife.
*&

witir firel
the SA :

I Assocla$ol
lslth Osh
I their- presr
I Most d

ttrG- clrh
I come fror
I rorts.
| - Ttrese r
I ftil,ow od
| 19n l8ts
I AJlan Br
ISAEPA GI
lptrrev f
I lands clu
I Plgeolrun
lcl i f f  Ku
l T h e D
I and his v
I of 50O mll
I eteluslve$
I Dlrmond-

lil
sll

Ben
fi!

the


